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Cake – 
miniature model of a large work

A cream cake is made of many layers, such as a cake base and the layers in be-
tween. Is the base layer of your cake made of cookie crumbs? What is the filling 
and what is the topping? Whipped cream, jelly, cream cheese? How have you 
decorated the cake?

Put together the layers of the cake using things that appeal to you and are im-
portant and meaningful parts. The work can be a cake that you’ve already started 
eating, in which case the layers are visible where the cake has been cut. The cake 
of an avid reader could be composed of books and one delicious layer could be a 
Donald Duck comic. How does the cake of someone who likes sports apparel look 
like? Or how about the cake of someone who like to knit? Click on the following 
link to see pictures of Adeline De Monseignan. LINK

The point of the exercise is not to imitate a real baked cake, rather, it is to build 
a cake that matches your vision of a cake with the materials you have chosen for 
your work. The material can be as it is. The work is in the shape of a cake, but the 
contents of the work take the form of the things you have selected.

In Adeline de Monseignan’s work, the ladder gives a clue as to the scale of the 
work of art. You can use something else, too (e.g. a toy car) to indicate the scale. 
Without this, the observer cannot understand how large the work of art is in com-
parison to a human being.

Place the scale-indicating object next to your completed cake. Take a picture of 
your work. If your work consists of large pieces, you can take a close-up picture, 
in which case, your scale-indicator should be next to the layers. You can take your 
picture outdoors, in which case, you can get a feeling of what it would look like 
outside. Now, during the Spring, there is often good lighting outside during the 
day, in which case the colours are nicely visible.

Attn!: Give your work a name, which give the observer more information on the 
meaning of the work than is readily observable.
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What you need
-items that fit the theme you have chosen, 
which can be placed layer by layer.
-camera

Goal
Learn to make a sculpture out of materials 
at hand.

- How do you think about different objects 
and things as materials for a work of art? 
By their shape? Their colour?
- How do you compose different objects 
into a coherent sculpture?
Practice paying attention to scale in a work 
of art
Practice naming your work of art

http://www.adelinedemonseignat.com/stack-sample/

