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Signs of spring
Spring is coming, and it’s loud and clear! Migratory birds are re-
turning and insects are waking up. Different plants are pushing up 
through the ground – whatever will they become when they grow 
big? Go on a walk and investigate what signs of Spring you can 
find! You can take along a loop or a magnifying glass, if you have 
one. In this exercise, we will draw a large-scale picture of one or of 
several signs of Spring.

Choose, as your models, a few non-moving signs of Spring, for 
example, sprouts, and sketch them in pencil. You can also take 
pictures of your model from different angles using a phone. From 
which angle do you get the most accurate picture of the object? 
How large is your model? What kind of surface does your model 
have? Is it fabric, plastic, or is it alive? For example, little sprouts 
can be wrinkly, pleated, shiny, or fuzzy!

The sketch is a tool for you to record what you see in the model. 
When you sketch, be an observant investigator who notices even 
the smallest details in shape as well as the slightest details, all the 
while making note of them by drawing. If you sketch lightly, you 
can fix your picture and make modifications – it doesn’t matter if 
there are many lines on top of each other in the beginning. You can 
erase the extra ones.

When you have carefully observed your model, you can make a 
detailed, large-scaled close-up of your chosen sign of Spring. If 
you have made sketches outdoors of taken pictures, you can make 
the final picture indoors, too. Try to fill the whole picture with 
your drawing. If your model is small, scale it up enough so that it 
fits the page. Search for shadowy spots of the model and by colour 
them with the side of the pencil or by drawing criss-crossed lines or 
stripes.

Finally, you can erase the rest of the paper so that it is blank, or 
you can draw a few lines to illustrate the spot where you discovered 
your model. If you like, you can highlight the plant’s colours lightly 
with coloured pencils – just don’t lose the details and shading under 
the colour!

If you like, you can take a picture of your finished work and send it 
to a friend and your teacher. It will certainly brighten up their day!

The art school will be collecting the pictures of the signs of 
Spring and making thank-you cards for doctors and nurses 
taking care of the ill during the Corona virus pandemic.

ART
10-11years

Valokuvat: Mari von Boehm ja Minttu Hyytiäinen Photo: pxhere.com



#espoonkuvisetana
What you need Goal

In this exercise you observe nature and learn 
to make sharp observations. You practice 
making close-ups of a model.

Pencils, paper, coloured pencils for highlight-
ing colours.
A thick newspaper or something like that to 
you as a base for drawing outside.

Background
In her painting “Toipilas” (The Convalescent) The artist Helene Schjerfbeck (1862-1946) painted a small 
child who is recovering from an illness. The child holds in her hand a fragile sign of Spring, a green branch 
in a glass of water. She is looking at it and perhaps already looking forward to a warm summer. Can you put 
yourself in the girl’s shoes?
Before the invention of the camera, an important method of investigation for natural scientists was drawing! 
You can, for example, acquaint yourself with an explorer called Marianne North. You can find her pictures 
through this image image search.

ADDITIONAL TASKS:
If you’d like to learn more, you can cut a branch off a tree or a bush, making sure to respect Everyman’s 
Right, and draw the daily development of the leaves. How does the plant change when it gets water, light, 
and heat?

You can also also take part in the Finnish Nature League’s Spring observatory which is a site where Spring’s 
progression is mapped out in all of Finland. Observations can be reported by any person and when there are 
participants from all around Finland, we get a holistic view of how Spring is coming in all of Finland. On the 
linked webpage, you’ll find information on the species that are tracked to follow the progression of Spring.

Picture: National gallery

https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marianne_North
https://www.google.com/search?q=marianne+north&client=firefox-b-d&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7_f32ruroAhUw2aYKHUaEAKMQ_AUoAXoECBgQAw&biw=1284&bih=710
https://www.luontoon.fi/jokamiehenoikeudet
https://www.luontoon.fi/jokamiehenoikeudet
http://kevatseuranta.fi/

