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Undergound - Inside walls
ART

10-11years
Observe and draw different openings and grills out-
side: the bathroom’s floor drainage opening, the sink’s 
drain, the air vent, etc. Outside, can you find ventila-
tions shafts, closed hatches or manhole covers? Where 
do all of these mysterious openings lead to? Inside the 
walls of your imagination, and under the house, pretty 
much anything could be going on!

What if you noticed that an opening is not what it 
looks like at first glance? Could a creature living in the 
pipes be peering out from the drain, and would it want 
to say something or show you something?

Make a picture where a creature living underground 
or inside the walls of a house is peering out from the 
opening of your choice. Use plenty of humour, imagi-
nation and innovation in your picture!

Draw the picture large enough, so that the most 
important details are visible. What kind of opening 
did you pick? What kind of surface does the character 
have? Is it smooth, scaly or furry?

You can also draw a character onto a piece of paper 
and then take a picture of the creature on-site – this 
way, your finished product will be a photograph. If 
you don’t mind leaving it behind, you can leave the 
character you drew in its position to delight and sur-
prise others who notice it. You can also use photo-ed-
iting software, if you have one and know how to use it. 
First, take a photo of your object, and then continue 
the picture by drawing more onto it.

Pictures: Anu Hietala ja Minttu 
Hyytiäinen
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Tom Otterness: Life Underground, part of 
the entire work

Picture: Pixabay Cornelia Moore (CC)

The task is about street art. In cities around the world, you can see works of art that are composed of regular 
parts of the street and the details found there, such as electrical boxes and cobblestones. The works can be 
quite amusing, such as these. Some of the works can be made by unknown artists. Some artists, such as David 
Zinn and the political artist Banksy are known by their style. Some street artists’ works are made to be pho-
tographed, and are best viewed from particular angles. These is the kind of artwork made, for example, by 
Julian Beever.

Inspiring works, from the point of view of this particular task, are works that have been executed on top of 
openings, hatches, and grills in our environment. This link will take you to site where you can see pictures of 
art that is made on top of manholes. If you have sidewalk chalk, could you make something like this to delight 
people who live nearby? Ask your parents whether the spot you have in mind is suitable for this!

Not all artwork can be kept in place for long, so it is a normal custom to document them, or save them by 
photographing or video-recording them.

What you need
In this task, you observe your surroundings from 
a fresh perspective and combine observation with 
imagination to draw inspiration for your art. The 
links in the background information section will 
give you an introduction to street art and the hu-
mour there-in. You get to practice expressing your 
own idea with the help of a picture.

Background

Goal
Art supplies of your choice, for example paper, dif-
ferent drawing utensils, watercolours, etc. You can 
also put together the work by drawing and cutting 
the character out and depicting it in the spot of 
your choice, with, for instance, a phone’s camera. 
This way, the final work is a work of environmental 
art, and the picture you take of it is a documentary 
photo.

https://www.sadanduseless.com/brilliant-street-art/
http://www.wikilinks.fr/les-nouvelles-creations-de-lillustrateur-david-zinn/?lang=en
http://www.wikilinks.fr/les-nouvelles-creations-de-lillustrateur-david-zinn/?lang=en
https://www.google.com/search?q=banksy+art&client=firefox-b-d&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjG-s_9mfroAhWixaYKHZoVC80Q_AUoAXoECBcQAw&biw=1284&bih=710
https://www.boredpanda.com/44-amazing-3d-sidewalk-chalk-artworks-by-julian-beever/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic
https://www.google.com/search?q=storm+drain+art&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjek93AkProAhVHtioKHewSBAYQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=storm+drain+art&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzIECAAQEzIECAAQEzIICAAQBRAeEBMyCAgAEAgQHhATMggIABAIEB4QEzoCCAA6BAgAEEM6BAgAEB5QnbkFWPb6BWDI_QVoAHAAeACAAWCIAawJkgECMTWYAQCgAQGqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZw&sclient=img&ei=xjifXt6YMMfsqgHspZAw&bih=710&biw=1284&client=firefox-b-d

