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Funny faces and 
facial expressions

What would Mr Huiskula or Mrs. Simpura look 
like? What would a cool Yrmy or a hilarious 
Hissu look like? The task is to build different 
faces from all sorts of objects around you. What 
parts of the face are there? Of course, two eyes, 
a nose and a mouth! But also cheeks, forehead, 
eyebrows and chin.

Find a variety of small items in the toy box, in 
the kitchen, in school supplies and where parents 
give you permission. A cord, thread or strip of 
paper is well suited for depicting the outline of 
the face. So place your face on a flat surface on a 
table or floor.

Think about how to make a happy face. How 
does the position of the mouth describe the 
expression? How do you put your eyes and eye-
brows? Move your mouth and eyes in a different 
position to change the look of your face. Did 
your happy face turn to angry? You can build 
many different characters with different expres-
sions. You can also come up with names for the 
characters. Take a photo or ask a member of your 
family to photograph all of your characters.

You can also do the task with a modeling clay. 
Take a piece of modeling clay and roll a long strip 
of it. It is a line that you can place on a flat sur-
face in the shape of a face. With modeling clay, 
you can build eyes, mouth, nose and other parts 
of your face. You can also build your hair with 
modeling clay.
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Faces made of objects. Above: Teacher Tarkkanen. Below: Mrs. 
Simpura.
Face made of modeling clay: Princess Goldilocks.



#espoonkuvisetana
What do you need

Different kind of small objects from home.
You can use string, ribbon, tape… and other materials to connect objects 
if needed. The artwork is possible to take to pieces again without causing 
any harm to the original objects.
Mobile phone, camera or tablet for documentation.

Approaches to learning 

You learn to percept everyday objects from a new viewpoint.
You practise to construct an artwork by using ready made objects.
You observe a face and experiment different kind of facial expres-
sions.
You get to know the concept ‘assemblage’ as a special kind of art-
work made of objects.

Info - Background

Many artists have created works of art from ready made objects. One of 
the most famous is Pablo Picasso, who made a sculpture made of paper 
basket, can, sticks, palm leaves and other materials. The sculpture de-
picted a goat named Esmeralda. Later, the work was cast in bronze and 
was no longer an assemblage. You can look for Google using the key-
words: Pablo Picasso, Esmeralda.

Finnish artist Anu Tuominen also builds collections of objects. She 
makes them from used objects she finds in flea markets, giving them a 
new life as part of the artwork. The gloves turn into small mice or an 
orange beret turn into carrot stew. Hundreds of colorful potholders form 
a large assembly called True Color Circles.

Anu Tuominen’s works can be viewed at:  www.anutuominen.fi

http://www.anutuominen.fi

