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A small sculpture in its place
Get a stick, stone or rock from outside. Pay attention to the shape of the ob-
ject, because this object you’ve picked up will be the base for your sculpture. 
Check to see whether the object you collected already has a spot for a small 
sculpture. Does the stick branch off so that you could attach a sculpture? Does 
the rock have a pointy bit or a straight edge where you could shape your sculp-
ture? Use the natural object as a base for many abstract sculptures out of clay.

Sculpting requires that you have some material you can mould. Make some 
clay using the instructions below. Shape the clay into small sculptures you can 
then attach to the stick or the rock.
Check the links in the background information section for inspiration for your 
own sculpture. How have the artists taken into consideration the forms of the 
natural object? Have they taken them into consideration at all?

What kinds of forms are you making in your sculpture? Are they sharply 
geometric? Do they imitate the forms of nature? Are they miniscule? How 
many are there? Are they all the same? All different? How will you choose the 
colours? How do you make the natural object and the clay seem like they fit 
together? What kind of rhythm does the object have? Do the natural object’s 
rhythm and the rhythm you are constructing contrast or do they conform to 
each other?  What does your artwork look like when viewed from different 
angles?

Let the clay dry for a couple of days. Don’t twist or turn the clay parts while 
they are drying, as they might break.
 
Paint or colour your work with watercolours, crayons, coloured pencils, pencils 
or markers. If you colour with watercolours, use just a little bit of water, so that 
the clay doesn’t become soft again.
When paint has dried, you can finish the paint job with a drop of skim milk. 
The casein in milk works as an adhesive that finishes the surface.
 
Take a picture of the completed work. If there is good natural lighting, pay 
attention to how the shadows caused by the additional light affect the picture.
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Imitating a work 
by Giuseppe Penonen. 



#espoonkuvisetana

What you need

Goal
We are practicing finding the connection between your own 
sculpture and a pre-existing form.
We are practicing sculpting out of clay.
We are using rhythm and repetition in the composition of a 
work of art.

A stick, branch or stone from nature
Coloured pencils, markers, crayons and/or watercolours. A 
drop of skim milk to finish the watercolours.
Sculpting clay. Here are instructions on how to make an ap-
ple-sized piece of clay.

You need:
2 bowls
5 pieces of toilet paper shredded to tiny pieces
1 dl of wheat flour
0.5 dl salt
0.5 dl water
1 tsp cooking oil

Background

1.Rip up the toilet paper into one bowl, adding 
enough water to thoroughly wet the paper. You 
don’t need to measure the water. Leave it for now.

2.Mix the flour and the salt in another bowl.

3.Add 0.5 dl of water to the flour and water mix. 
Add the cooking oil.

4.Take the soaked pieces of toilet paper from the 
other bowl and squeeze them in your hands to 
drain most of the water. You will have a crumbly 
mass of paper.

5.Add the crumbly paper to the flour mix.

6.Knead the mixture by hand. If the dough feels 
dry and crumbly, you can add water. Add a little bit 
at a time and very carefully. If the dough feels wet 
and sticks to your hands, add a little flour. When 
the dough feels even, you can start to sculpt it.
 
If you are not using the clay right away or if you 
are saving it for another time, put the dough away 
in a sealed plastic bag so that it doesn’t become 
hard.

Abstract art is art that does not attempting to depict anything we see in our surroundings. The thing being depicted 
can also have been simplified by the artist so as to make it abstract, even if the starting point might have been a real 
object.
 
Repetition means that you use the same or similar elements to form the bigger picture, for example, many identical 
balls in a sculpture or little dots next to each another to form the surface of a painting.
 
You can read more about composition here. 

Perform a search using “tiny sculptures” and you will see all kinds of small sculptures. The technique described here 
won’t allow you to make such small things, but you can still draw some inspiration from this and refine your ideas for 
your own work.

On the Small Sculpture Book Art pages there is a work called Talk Is Cheap, which has many similarities to this task, 
even though the base used for the art is different. Through this link, you can see Giuseppe Penonen’s sculptures that 
are not small, but have been sculpted onto natural elements.

In the works on Miniature Sculptures by Song Kang, natural surroundings and constructed elements meld into each 
other. The article found at this link contains a video on how the sculpture in the picture is made.

https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sommittelu
http://www.lisakokin.com/book-art-small-sculptures-one.html#!prettyPhoto%5Bfolio%5D/3/
https://ysp.org.uk/exhibitions/giuseppe-penone
https://artpeople.net/2017/03/miniature-sculptures-song-kang/
https://hungarytoday.hu/international-womens-day-miniature-sculpture-commemorates-poet-and-parachutist-hanna-szenes/

