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A card for a friend
Do you have a friend / grandparent / other important person who you haven’t seen 
for a long time? Now you can bring them some joy with a postcard you’ve designed 
just for them!

Pick a friend you’d like to call. When you call, interview the friend: Tell them you’d 
like to know what things they are dreaming of doing right now. You can ask about 
what they haven’t had a chance to do in a while but would like to do. Perhaps they 
are dreaming of swimming at the beach or fishing with a friend, or perhaps a big 
birthday party. When you’ve figured it out, think about whether it would be possi-
ble to do it together – at least in a picture! For example, if your grandpa is dreaming 
of going fishing, you can draw the two of you together fishing onto a card. When 
the card is ready, slide it into an envelope and mail it to your friend.

DESIGN
7-8years

What you need
A4 paper that you can fold in 
two or an A5-piece of paper, 
drawing utensils of your choice, 
and watercolours if you like.

Goal
Empathy skills, consideration 
for other’s hopes and desires, 
interview.

Background
The interview is an important method in design and planning to get information 
on what other people like and how they function in their daily lives. In an interview, 
the goal is to listen carefully to what another person is saying. We ask the question 
and the other person can answer in peace. You can either write down the answer 
or memorise it. Based on the answers, we are able to design something uniquely 
tailored to the person we just interviewed, in this case, a card that will surely make 
them happy.

At this link, you can take a peek at ‘House of Cards’, which is the work of the 
designers Aamu Song and Johan Olin that was exhibited at the EMMA-museum in 
2019. Visitors at the museum were able to draw their dreams for the future on post 
cards, which were then sent to strangers as post cards from the future.
At this link, you can find Kari Cavén’s work, ”Advertisements, please, at the very 
least” from 2011 which is a part of the collections of the Espoo Museum of Modern 
Art, EMMA. What is the work about, in your opinion?
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Dreaming of a day spent 
together at the amusement 

park

https://www.com-pa-ny.com/projects/emma_house_of_cards/index.html
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=0&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fpeda.net%2Fjao%2Flyseo%2Fopiskelu2%2Fojkuo%2Fdigikirjasto%2Fkuvapankki%2Fsuomi%2Fkuvataide%2Fnykytaide%2Fnykytaide%2Fkc2emkmp

