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A bear in the window
If you’ve been out for a walk, you’ve perhaps noticed bears, or 
other soft toys, in the windows of houses. Friendly people have 
placed toys in windows for children to discover during walks.
 
Who would you like to delight with a bear or other soft toy? In 
this activity, we will draw a portrait of a soft toy, a photo of which 
we will send to a friend for their enjoyment.

Place the toy in front of you, a small distance away, and let it be 
your model. Take a piece of paper and choose a light-coloured 
crayon (for instance yellow, grey or light blue). Using the crayon, 
sketch a large portrait, tracing the contours.
Is your toy round, oval, or possibly angular? What kind of expres-
sion does it wear? Does it have paws? Can you see its tail? What 
kind of ears does it have?
Next, pay attention to its colour: what colours do you see on your 
soft toy? Start colouring from the lighter colours, then continue 
to the darker colours. If your toy contains black, add it to the 
picture last, so it doesn’t mess up the lighter colours.

When the portrait of the soft toy is complete, you can still take 
out some watercolours and paint it a background. What kinds of 
colours would your stuffed toy enjoy?

If you like, you can take a picture of your finished work and send 
it to a friend and to your teacher. It will certainly brighten up 
their day!

The art school will be collecting the pictures of the soft toys 
and making thank-you cards for doctors and nurses taking 
care of the ill during the Corona virus pandemic.
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What you need
A soft toy to use as a model
Sturdy paper, oil pastel crayons, and watercolours
A camera for taking a photo

Goal
In this exercise, you practice making observations from a model, 
investigating forms and colours, as well as mixing colours.

Background
Animal characters have been used in windows be-
fore, too. In harbour towns, the windows of sailors’ 
homes often had porcelain dogs in them, which 
they brought home as souvenirs from their long sea 
voyages. When the dog was peering out the win-
dow, it meant that the man of the house was still 
at sea. When the dog was looking in, it meant that 
he was at home. In this way, objects can speak to 
people on the street.
This link contains more information on the history 
of the porcelain dogs: LINK
The painter, Petri Hytönen, has used toys as mod-
els in his watercolour paintings. See if you can find 
familiar toys from his works. LINK
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Moomins delight passers-by on the yard of a 
house in Espoo on 13.4.2020.

Bear in the window.

http://raahenmatkailuoppaat.fi/meidan-kyla/ookko-kuullu/posliinikoirien-tarina-1
https://petrihytonen.com/gallery/the-lightness-of-gravity-1999-2001/

