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A madhouse
Do you remember Pippi Longstocking’s house? It was full of labyrinths, stairways 
and exciting corners. What would your crazy house look like, and what would it be 
like to live in that house? Imagine a madhouse that would be full of surprises and 
where it would be fun to have adventures!

Houses contain many parts, such as the roof, walls, windows, doors, porches, stair-
ways, terraces, and chimneys. Some houses even have towers and swimming pools. 
Consider which of these elements you’d like in your own house. Maybe you can 
even invent brand new things that your house could need? Are all the walls of your 
house wonky, the windows inside out or is it all upside-down?

Add to your house secret doorways, attic hatches or hidden stairs behind which 
there can be surprises. Will the person opening the door be surprised by a treasure 
or a horrific ghost? Or perhaps they’ll find a chocolate pudding!

You need either 2 pieces of paper of the same size (A3 or A4), or one paper and 
one thin piece of cardboard. You can get cardboard, for example, by recycling the 
blank inside of cereal or oatmeal boxes. First, draw the form and the different parts 
of your house onto paper or cardboard using coloured pencils. Then you can use 
scissors to cut out the doors, windows, and surprise hatches of your house. Ask your 
parents for help if required.

Glue the house you drew onto the other sheet of paper so that you can draw fun 
and exciting things inside the openable hatches. What could be behind the hatches?

Next, colour and decorate the façade of the house. What kind of house would it 
be fun to live in? Is it spotted like a leopard or stripy like a zebra? You can also add 
pictures of your favourite thigs to its walls. Look at the picture of a colourful house 
by clicking on the link.
Finally, draw the house’s inhabitant – is it you yourself, or some strange creature?

DESIGN
5-6years

What you need
2 pieces A3 or A4 paper. You 
can also draw the house onto 
thin cardboard.
Different kinds of drawing 
utensils and if you like, also 
paints, e.g., crayons, coloured 
pencils, markers, watercolours

Goal
Acquainting yourself with 
architecture and developing the 
imagination.

Background
A link to a real-life madhouse:
LINK

Pippi Longstocking’s house, 
Villa Villekulla: LINK
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https://fi.pinterest.com/pin/526921225135811120/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/42/Villa_villekulla.jpg

