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In this exercise, we will build an outdoor house for 
insects – a bug hotel. We’ll use a structure and fill it 
with all kinds of materials that insects can make nests 
out of. For the structure of this hotel, we will be using 
a milk or juice carton.

Nowadays it is common to maintain our surroundings 
by tidying away twigs, leaves and dried up wood which 
are materials that insects that are useful to humans 
need to survive. It can be difficult for insects to find 
themselves a home in gardens that are neat. We’ll help 
the insects by making them suitable shelter, which is, 
at the same time, a work of art. This way, we can help 
preserve biodiversity.

1) Take a milk or juice carton and design a home for 
an insect out of it. What kinds of openings do you 
want to make. 3-4 floors will fit in the carton. You can 
make openings in different sides of the carton, but not 
over the edges of the carton, in order to preserve the 
sturdiness of the carton.

2) Draw the places where there will openings and 
colour in the carton with oil pastels before cutting the 
openings – It is easier to colour in a sturdy carton! 
Bright colours draw insects to plants, and perhaps also 
to the hotel. Or do you want the hotel to be cam-
ouflaged in the surroundings? Choose your colours 
accordingly. What is the name of your hotel? Write it 
on the side of the carton or add a sign with the name 
on it to your hotel. The sign can also let anyone else 
who sees the hotel what it is.

3) Cut out the openings. You can leave the top edge 
uncut to make a small shelter from the rain. First, use 
a compass or some other sharp spike to make a hole in 
the carton, then use one blade from a pair of scissors 
to expand the hole. In order to accommodate plants 
with pipe-like stems, you can squeeze a empty roll of 
toilet paper into the hole.

4) Gather materials and lay them out 
to dry. The inside of the insect hotel 
will be made of hollow straws and twigs 
of different sizes, and other materials 
found outside which have gaps for in-
sects to crawl into. These can be reeds, 
tall grass that has dried up over winter, 
pine cones, pieces of rotten wood, and 
other materials that can be found out-
side. Use dry materials.

5) Fill up the floors of your hotel. Start 
from the first floor, and fill the floors 
upwards careful so that the fillings are 
sturdily in place, and so that they will 
not fall. If you have wood glue or mul-
tipurpose glue such as Eri Keeper, you 
can squeeze a bit out onto the bottom 
of the floor, so that the fillings stay in 
place better once the glue is dry. Also 
glue shut the top of the carton, in oth-
er words, the roof of the house, if it is 
open. You can use clothes pins to help 
you.

6) Place the hotel in a sunny, protect-
ed spot or hang it at a good spot using 
string. A good spot is near the plants 
in the garden. If you hang the carton, 
it will dry up faster after the rain. A 
good height is around 1.5 metres above 
ground level.
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What you need

Goal

- A milk or juice carton
- Oil pastels, scissors
- If you like, used toilet paper or kitchen 
paper rolls
- Eri Keeper or wood glue, if you have 
some at home
- String to hang a hanging insect hotel.
- Materials gathered from outside: e.g. 
hay, hollow-stemmed plants (straws, 
reeds, cow parsley from last year, and 
other such things), pine cones, twigs, 
leaves, partially rotten wood, bark. Rot-
ten wood and different pipe-like parts 
of plants are especially good for Finnish 
bugs.

- In this exercise, we are practicing 3D 
planning and building and learn to use 
recycled materials and natural materials 
in building.
- In this exercise, you can also consider 
attention grabbing as well as protective 
colours in nature.

Information
More information on Yle’s Save the 
Bumblebees campaign can be found from 
this link. The idea of the campaign is to 
help pollinators both on balconies and 
on yards. 
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