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”Drawing is taking a line on a walk,” said artist Paul Klee.

In this exercise, we go out on an excursion and draw whatever we find along 
our way. For this excursion, we’ll be needing sketch paper, which is taped onto 
some sturdy base, for example a folder or the cover of a notepad. You also need 
a well sharpened pencil or a fine-tipped marker.

The excursion will begin from your own front door, and from there, you can 
start walking any direction you like. Walk forward ten steps, then stop and 
look at your surroundings. What do you see? Do you see a tree, bush, large 
rock, small flower, bicycle or a rug rack nearby? Choose a subject, and sketch it 
somewhere on your paper. If you are unsatisfied with the line, don’t fix it, but 
rather, draw on top of the original one. You don’t need an eraser. Take into ac-
count that you will be drawing many things on the same paper, so you should 
leave enough space for at least five different topics.

Once your first drawing is complete, turn and walk forward another ten steps. 
Stop and look around you. What do you see now? You can sit down on the 
ground (if it isn’t muddy) and look at the world from the point of view of a 
small dog. Then, you can continue your drawing by sketching your second 
subject on the piece of paper.

Continue your sketching and walking ten steps at a time towards a new subject 
until the paper is full of sketches. What a lot of things you found on your walk!

Goal

Drawing paper, a base for 
the paper, tape, a pencil 
or a felt-tipped marker (a 
felt pen).

What you need

In this exercise, you will 
learn to draw simple, 
clean lines. Your hand 
and eyes work together 
and develop your skills 
of observation and your 
ability to concentrate.

Background
Drawing is an important skill for many professions, and it is a skill you need to master with proficiency. Before the 
invention of photography, nature researchers recorded images by drawing plants, trees, insects, birds, and other objects 
of their research. Architects draw houses and illustrators draw, amongst other things, maps, illustrative drawings for 
textbooks, caricatures for newspapers and even the pictures in children’s books.

Ernest H. Shepard was the illustrator who drew the pictures in the Winnie the Pooh books. He carefully studied the 
forms of trees: how were the branches attached to trees and how the tree’s base narrow towards the branches. Click on 
this link to look at a picture of Winnie the Pooh, who has climbed onto a tree to greet his friend the owl.

Vappu Rossi is an artist who mainly works by sketching. Amongst other things, she makes large pictures of mush-
rooms. This work of art is called Sketch tapestry. The image is full of pictures drawn by Rossi over the course of five 
years, from 2002 – 2017. The tapestry is two metres tall and over six metres long. LINK

https://www.google.com/search?q=ernest+h.+shepard&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV-puFlYjpAhVvx4sKHZs4C68Q_AUoAXoECBoQAw&biw=1440&bih=735#imgrc=FKv6xEqokRE01M
https://asiakas.kotisivukone.com/files/vappu.asua.fi/Uudet_kuvat_2014-/Rossi_Vappu_Luonnostapetti_Grand_2017.jpg

