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The local secret
Is everything as it seems at first glance? Is there a mystery or enigmatic phenomenon 
entwined in the ordinary? Invisible realities, parallel worlds and mysteries have always 
excited artists. What other kind of world is entwined in your own neighbourhood?

Find a place or a space in your own neighbourhood. The place can be quite normal and 
mundane. It could even be a place that nobody pays special attention to – for example, a 
bush, a cluster of stones, a stairway, a patch of road. The place could also be indoors, for 
example, the corner of a room, an open door or closet.

When you’ve found your place, take pictures of it. Use your photograph as a model and 
make a layout of the elements in the picture, sketching onto a piece of paper. Next, add 
a surprising event or something secretive, strange, mystical or uncanny onto the picture. 
Think about how the surprising element changes the nature of the place.

You can also imagine and depict what is happening for example, underground: is there 
another place or dimension? What would it be like? Are the colours different? Is it upside 
down? If that is the case, draw both your realistic world and then, beneath it, the fantasy 
world.

You can also continue working with the utensils of your choice. Consider what kinds of 
materials and utensils you will need to best realise your work.
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What you need

The activity develops the capability to combine observa-
tion and imagination, graphic expression and imagination.
You learn to observe the world around your and use it as 
part of your work.
You practice choosing working materials that allow you to 
best reach your desired result.

Goal

A camera (e.g. a phone), 
with which you can take 
pictures of the place. 
Paper, drawing utensils, 
watercolours and other 
types of colours.

Background
Tove Jansson’s illustration for Alice in Wonderland
About fantasy
Fantasy as a film genre
Inari Krohn: Sisäkuva (‘Introspective view’) 1988
Book recommendation: Mystiikan avaimet, Tampereen 
Taidemuseo, 1990 

Hugo Simberg:  
Garden of Death, 1896 

(creative commons) 

https://arthive.com/tovejansson/works/468461~Illustration_to_the_story_by_L_Carroll_Alice_in_Wonderland
https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasia
https://www.koulukino.fi/ihmeotukset-ja-niiden-olinpaikat/fantasia-elokuvagenrena
https://www.mutualart.com/Artwork/Sisakuva/682130A57E822A9A

